Leadership Discussion

April 12, 2007

Terry started the discussion with:

Here is a quote I read this morning from Reggie McNeil’s book “This Present Future” and I would be interested in your feedback on it:

Referring to how the apostle Paul reached out to a non Christian culture:

“Paul learned from his experience that it was not superior reasoning but superior living and superior loving that was the best approach to engaging the culture with the attractiveness of the Gospel.”

Various pastors responded by saying:

This goes along with an idea I have been reading in the book, Outflow by Steve Sjogren and Dave Ping.  The thesis of this book is that evangelism is most effective when the love of God flows out of our lives into the lives of others.  In other words, we need to show the love of Christ to people in order to get an opportunity to be heard.  I have found this to be true in my brief New England experience.  People will not listen to the gospel because of their preconceived notions of Christians, especially Southern Baptists.  I am convinced that the best way to reach people in New England is in accordance with the quote from the McNeil book.

I would be more inclined to give the Holy Spirit credit for Paul’s knowledge than experience. Many people can go through the same experience and find different conclusions.

Incarnational ministry is living for Jesus- not just talking about it. I believe this is what he is talking about. We need to model a different life and a different lifestyle or no one will see that we have anything to offer.

Agreed, but not 'superior living' in the sense of a prosperity Gospel or Purpose Driven success model.  He lived the superior life in chains, duress and under house arrest.  He showed the superior love by steadfastly holding out the truth of God's word, even at tremendous personal cost.  His refusal to back down from the truth caused culture to bow to God's word.

Sure, superior living and loving is important, and not everyone we meet will respond to reason.  Notice, though, that we are not talking about you and me, we are speaking about Paul. Let's look at this quote with this fact in mind...

 To counter Mr. McNeil's argument, all one must do is read the writings of Paul.  They are filled to the brim with "forensic debate" and apologetics.  These were his greatest weapons in the spiritual battles he endured.  Time and again it was Paul's reasoning which allowed the message of Christ's loving to shine forth. 

We are reminded of the old adage: People would rather see a good sermon than hear one any day.  In the hearing it could mean that a sermon has been eloquently prepared with superior reasoning by as superiorly trained pulpiteer and delivered impeccably by a one who has little or no love for his people.  But the pastor or even a member of a congregation who has no formal training but lives and loves superiorly by meeting needs and serving others before a watching world is the one whose life and love is the sermon that people around them will see and therefore it will engage the culture more effectively with the attractiveness of Christ Jesus, whether in Vermont or anywhere else.

People do not want care how much you know until they know how much you care. Not original but true.
I was thinking about this comment and I could not help but think about Titus 2, where Paul exhorts women, young men and slaves to live in such a manner as to make the gospel appear attractive to outsiders.  However, I think that Paul makes it clear that he is willing to reason and relate with various peoples to win them to the Lord in 1 Cor 9.  I think Paul used both approaches and when used together they compliment each other in a way that compels people to consider the gospel for themselves.  Final, we cannot completely rule out Paul using superior reasoning, which I would call apologetics, because we see Paul using it at Athens in Romans 17:17.   I would dare to say the statement by the author was an overgeneralization.

I think Paul used a good amount of all three! Though I'm sure he manifested his love and service to those he ministered to, eventually in many cases he would have to use his ability of reason as a teacher and preacher to finally drive the point home. Sooner or later, we must give an answer for the reason of the hope that is within us. Sooner or later, you still have to share the truth.
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